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Importing horses from the EU 

The emergence of a truly global market for commercial goods has not escaped 
the equine world, with a host of horses/ponies on display at the click of a 
button via an internet browser. 

As consumers seek to take advantage of horses available at competitive prices or foreign breeds it is 
important to highlight the legal considerations relevant to their importation. 

1. All horses must be accompanied by a passport - passports must include the new section IX 
declaration on human consumption. 

2. Horses must come from holdings free of disease – European legislation has laid down detailed 
legislation in this respect. 

3. Noting restrictions on importing horses from countries which are not free of African horse sickness. 

4. Before travel the horse must be inspected by an official veterinarian within 48 hours of export and an 
official health certificate must be completed and must accompany the consignment. 

5. The Republic of Ireland and France are excluded from this requirement. 

6. Post-import veterinary and documentary checks are likely to be requested and official veterinarians 
have the right to restrict movement of an animal that may pose a disease risk to Great Britain. 

Contact 

For further information or advice, please contact: 

Mark Charter 

 

E: mark.charter@bllaw.co.uk 

 

T: 023 8085 7116 

 

 

This publication is not a substitute for detailed advice on specific transactions and problems and should not be taken as providing legal 
advice on any of the topics discussed. 

Blake Lapthorn uses the information it holds about you to contact you where necessary if (for instance) you have registered to attend a 
seminar that we are hosting or have requested information regarding the services that we provide.  We will also use it to administer, 
support, improve and develop our business and to contact you for your views on our services, as well as to let you know about other 
products and services which we offer which may be of interest to you.  We may send them by post, telephone or fax, email or SMS.  If 
you would rather NOT receive further information by any particular format, or at all, or if your details need updating, please contact Dan 
Jones on 023 8085 7245 or by email at daniel.jones@bllaw.co.uk 

We will not disclose any of your personal identifiable information to any third parties without your express permission to do so, unless 
we believe that we should do so to comply with the law. 


